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The alkaloids were extracted f r o m the comminuted spurs with dichloroethane. The e x t r a e t w a s treated with 2% t a r t a r i c acid solution, and the t a r t a r i c acid e x t r a c t s were combined and made alkaline with a m m onia, and the alkaloids were extracted with chloroform. After drying with anhydrous sodium sulfate, the ext r a c t was evaporated to small volume, and the alkaloids were precipitated with a sevenfold amount of p e t r oleum ether. The yield of combined alkaloids was 0.36%. 
181-182°C (decomp.), a t a r t r a t e with mp 198-200°C (decomp.), and a phosphate with mp 189-190°C (decomp.).
F r o m the composition and the melting points of the base and its salts, a mixed melting point with an authentic sample, and the IR s p e c t r u m [4] , it was identified as ergocryptine, its proportion in the combined alkaloids being 95%.
Elution with chloroform and chloroform containing methanol gave a second substance which was r ecrystallized f r o m ethyl acetate; composition C19H2302N 3. 0.5 C4H802, mp 158-159°C, [a]~ +40 ° (c 1.8; ethanol), forming a hydrochloride with mp 246-247°C (decomp.) and a hydrobromide with mp 239-240°C (decomp.) F r o m its composition, the melting points of the substance and its salts, a mixed melting point with an authentic sample, and its IR s p e c t r u m [4] it was identified as ergometrine, in an amount of about 5% of the combined alkaloids.
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